APRIL

Writing from online ‘Zoom’ workshops (send anything to share) This month’s selection of
photos and artwork.

People write at home and exchange work via email, post and regular online ‘Zoom’
meetings, Tuesdays at 10.30. (Apologies, some items reformatted to save space):

The sound of silence (Sheena) The Heron (Jane)

Shhhh..shBehuiet s hh Depicted in mghildhood as a gentlemanly sort

close your eyegust breathe of bird, I'm reminded of a heron called Whistler

pictureasound t ' sandsoff ma | i t, frommy favourite chidren'scartoon An i me
let it float around let your thoughts follow it Farthing Wood

Sl eep, sl eeeep, s | e e ee Hegothis name because of a gunshot in his w
Mystery (Mary) and when he flew he produced a whistle throug

Where did the flowers go that were the hole. _ o

in the buds of the apple prunings? I've always taken this depiction to heart and sex
Why does the chimney sigh at the shovel cleariigs? herons as stately gentieen standing tall on their
' sn’t it interbevenbecgnees disitusioned Stckikelegs. _

Why doesn’ t likeits@usiAthed\low? Their plumage like elegaméry; _

How is it that the asteroicbfused to kiss us? The black flicks on the top of their head like the

Why should a moth prefex candle flame to the Moon fiick back of a sophisticated cut of hair.
What was the inspiration for the §irdandelion? Its a pwerful image that's always stayed with

Who is hidingn the frosted glass of the back door? ~ M&- _ .
Did you notice how tha Seeing pictures of the grey heron in particular |

had to fasten down her cooking pots? always see the sefipoken Whistler | remember
Why can’'t | remember t from back in my childhood.

The sound of silence (Bill) A face appears pressed against the-sgiattered wihdow staring
intently at the small wizened features of a hunched figure in the small featureless room who gaz
vacantly at who knows what'here on the small table is a cup of now cold tea with two untouchec
chocolate biscuitsThe figure in the chaiugdenly looks across at the person at the window but hel
expression does hot chang®vercome with pain and grief the person, now weeping, walks away
the silent room something else is going on. Deep within the heart beyond the ravages of failed
memoly another scenario is taking plada.the silence of the innermost a voice is calling, the most
tender, kind, compassionate voice that has ever been heard, saying simply Elsie, Elsie, |Aove yc
brief smile flutters across that now lightened facéeass of joy begin to fall.

Broadband (Marlene) Bellrings (vanoutside)2E e br uary. ‘ There i s
‘ MHe g . '’ “Whiatt’ 4 mev ar, warcked from the
had goneupto £3permonth) Te x t on phone: * TOheweldonsBellaings :
(vanoutside) 2?Febr uary. ‘Well, Mrs Ogg, there's
made an appointment.’ ‘'Aretyaul bwedscate
an appointment.’ ‘“Right, 1’11l rOhgnoowMa
do that—not allowed withoutyour sag o0 . *  ‘Saldsd;s@conje in srtd mend this b***y

connecti,onMr's '‘Gyhg #maraen ' tt h alro mih ajivo by’ou wweerrt
faultwas actually inthstreetb o x . They knocked £20 compen:



APRIL DETAILS

BorderlandVoices

23 years of arts for mental wellbeing

You, our participants

currently contribute to our rent in Fountain Street and
help keep our ‘virtual’ services going
with donations, large and small, in cash and in kind.

You are also supporting one another through this time.

Source (Andy) One raindrop falls to
the left of the watershed and makes its
way eventually, sibogs, rivulets,
streams, lakes and rivers into a calm ar
tranquil ocean. Another drop of rain,
splashing to earth inches away on the
other side of the watershed, follows a
rocky and tumultuous path into a
stormy sea. Yet even the stotossed
droplet,under the influence of warmth
and light, can be drawn up again into t
clouds and fall into the headwaters of a
more peaceful river.

HERITAGE
FUND

Contact details:

Mystery (Pauline) The mystery lies in not knowing.
Once we know, the mystery endfghen the mystery
vanishesthe boedom sets inAll creatures love
mystery Just observeCats spend hours trying to work
out who the other one ishissing at thenin the mirror
or glass doors

I t ' s a mthaypeerdehindthe dormant TV
screen to take a swipe at that impudent fgiimposter
preparing to pouncelhere are many mysteries waiting
to be uncovered-rom the human poiraf view | find
the greatest mystery of all is me.

UXB* Rheum Rahabarbarum ** (Mark) Each
unfolding a dream, Each leaf unravellifgrt of a
scheméodu r e not part of. E
freezeframe, nothing tame, The slamotion explosion,
Of the dormant rhizomeRheum Rahabarbarumhere
is no sunHolds your powelt bow down, | cower

(* unexploded bomb* rhubarti t®tanicainame

Find us on

Facebook

¢/o Leek Health Centre, Fountain St
Leek, ST13 6B (Andy currently collects mail weekly)

Phone: 01538 528708

New mobile: 07760 138395 (now connected to Wi-Fi
calling so you should be able to get through OK)
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Email: info@borderlandvoices.org.uk
Website: www.borderlandvoices.org.uk
Borderland Voices contact Andy Collins: working from home

Zoom writing every Tues 10.30. All welcome, contact Andy.

All Becca’s art packs are on the website. Our next
occasional Zoom art drop-in is on Tuesday 20" April
1.30-3.30; contact Andy for the Zoom link. This month’s
‘Artist of the Month’, chosen by Matt, is Peter Blake.
The pack’s about Art Journaling: mixing images and words.

Thanks to Becca (art packs) and Sarah (collating writing).

IT permitting, historian Richard Godley will give his illustrated
Zoom talk about Land Girls and Lumber Jills in WWII
(postponed from March) on Tuesday 13% April, 11am (during
our writing session) as part of our Heritage Lottery funded
Land Girls project,. But ALL welcome — spread the word to
contact Andy for the Zoom link.

Next Trustees’ meeting is on Monday 19 April, 7.30
on Zoom. To raise anything, contact Bill, Mark or Andy.



https://www.facebook.com/login.php?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroupinvite%2FATU84COXWoIXO2AT_djk04iXvNLbbk5dmPTrVgzjXYGnuq1A9J1Ur9j5_K0LrY8QHVEHIfu_2oetgGdwboTX4ho5RsPtQZOKXnB4ctnJ24fpedXT7a7BMqoeYXR2dmegH16_tuXldoXeOOuHiIj_j6_f3_IMHoJleHCnHhdYKXquhuO-WjV3Kad2eaKFJbRyMeYQdsZlPaHpN9BNczuLGKDw
mailto:info@borderlandvoices.org.uk
http://www.borderlandvoices.org.uk/

